
Manhattan Middle School PTO Meeting

12/12/2022 Minutes

Secretary: Sarah Cottingham

1. Principal’s Report

a. Open Enrollment:

i. First tour was 91 students, second tour was 80-something. 204 students toured

overall. At least 30 were at parent coffee.

ii.End of Jan/early Feb we get OE numbers.

b. Dual Language is happening at Manhattan.

i. 97 kids currently in it.

1. 51 come from out east (Pioneer)

2. 19-30 come from Uni Hill.

ii. For next year, a third middle school out east will start doing dual language, they

haven’t named the school yet. Time will tell how this affects our dual language

program.

c. Art Teacher: Hoping to get another one, but is dependent on the numbers that come in

with OE and regular enrollment. 3.5 FTE was the amount cut last year.

d. Kristen put in for two Impact on Education grants- and was successful, so 20 loaner

chrome books will be in the library for students to use.

e. Looking for one more family for the Oaxaca exchange. Male student. Drop off is at Uni

Hill. Next year something more organized for the driving for pick-ups and drop-offs

would make it better for families.

f. Outside of School Special Events:

i. There is a RISE award ceremony on Wednesday, December 14th, prior to school-

updated times will be sent out as there were conflicting times in the

communication.

ii.Posada is happening the evening of Tuesday, December 13th.

g. Traffic Flow Issues:

i. Morning and afternoon drop off and pick up, and blocking the main road were

discussed.

ii.Kristen will talk to transportation about the traffic flow patterns.

h. Internal Cameras:

i. Internal cameras are a huge deterrent for negative behaviors.

ii.No middle schools in BVSD have internal cameras, but Kristen wants to be in the

forefront of getting them.

iii. Brendan Sullivan is the head of security and safety at the district. He

says he’s going to need parent and student support for this to happen at middle

schools.

iv. Kristen will look into what this would like for it to happen.

i. Parent Volunteers

i. Teachers would like volunteers back in the schools.

ii.Talking to Mrs. Lewis about it, and what support they need.

2. Magic Phoenix Fund Dispersion:



a. Three or four teachers submitted Google forms but PTO didn’t receive them

b. An email will be coming to Tasia from Stefanie Morgan so she can make sure that the

form didn’t glitch.

c. There is a form for teachers to request more money throughout the year- it’s on the

staff page. Look into a better method for inputting info into a google form in the future.

d. In the meantime, have teachers go in and check that their google forms were submitted

properly at a faculty meeting.

e. There is a cap for requests per teacher, to set the precedent. It may need to be a $1500

cap in the future, and then people can put in a special request for funding above and

beyond that amount.

3. Treasurer’s Report:

a. Nothing new overall.

b. Are watching this year more closely to have a better budget since we’re coming back

from covid more, and expenses are increasing again.

c. A parent unbeknownst to the school applied for a grant and received $5000

i. Can use this to cover extra requests of teachers that were missed by Magic

Phoenix confusion discussed above

ii.Bushong Family Foundation is where it is from.

iii. Are going to see if we can get this in the future

4. President’s November Recap:

a. Thank Yous/Tax Receipts

i. For everyone that donated to Magic Phoenix have been sent

ii.Winter Giving ones going out this week

b. Teacher Appreciation Breakfasts:

i. November was a success.

ii. January and February 2023- Kristen to get back on dates for these.

c. Winter Festival:

i. Looking at the week of January 23, 5-7pm.

ii.Find loteria game/tickets.

iii. Talk to Marla about joining with the FET for the festival.

iv. Reach out to Yuri about empanadas that are pre-made.

d. The Turkey Trot will be the Frozen Frolic this year and will happen during school this

Friday, December 16. Mr. Arbuckle will be working on this.

e. Winter Giving:

i. We have close to $3000, and $1000 that a company is matching…we’re going to

be at about $5000 overall.

ii.Gift cards are mailing out tomorrow night, December 13. Mailing to keep it

anonymous.

iii. Kristen and Laura Meese are double checking that everyone is covered

that made a request.

f. School store is going very smoothly. A special ILC time happens twice a week.

g. School Swag:

i. When order arrives some items will be in the school store.

ii.Using the same company as Flatirons Elementary.



iii. Still have Ally shirts at the store- they’re $10. And some long sleeve navy

blue with the Red Phoenix are in the store as well.

h. Dining Out Fundraiser for January will be Cosmo’s. We get a percentage from the entire

sales for that night, not just Manhattan family sales.


